STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY )

Harold E. Knox, President of the Clay County Drainage Board called the meeting to order on December 6, 1999, in the Commissioners Courtroom at the Clay County Courthouse at 9:50 A. M.  Board members, Commissioner Mitch Chalos, Commissioner Ruth Miller, County Surveyor Charles Brown, and Auditor Bill Morthland were present, and Clay County Auditor Morthland made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF HEINE DITCH

Clay County Surveyor Charles Brown brought a written report as follows:







HEINE DITCH  

ON NOVEMBER 10, 1999, AMY ALLEN OF THE U.S. ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS, AND MYSELF. DID AN ON SITE INSPECTION OF HEINE DITCH . WHICH IS LOCATED IN SUGAR RIDGE TOWNSHIP. SOUTHEAST SECTION OF SECTION 2 AND THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION 1. STARTING FROM THE EAST SIDE OF AN ABANDONED RAILROAD BRIDGE AND FROM THAT POINT WEST FOR APPROXIMATELY 50 YARDS LONG AND 15 FEET WIDE, WHICH WOULD BE 750 SQUARE FEET. THIS AREA HAS AN EROSED SAND AND SOIL BAR WHICH NEEDS TO HAVE THE WATER WAY DREDGED ABOUT 2 FEET DEEP. AND THE SOIL COULD BE BROADCAST ON THE NORTH BANK OF THE DITCH. AND FOR THE NEXT MILE AND A HALF THE WATER WAY HAS SPOTTED AREAS OF DEAD GRASS ABOUT 2 FEET DEEP IN THE WATER WAY WHICH IS AQUATIC VEGETATION AND SHOULDN’T BE DISTURBED. THE OVERALL LENGTH OF THE DITCH IS APPROXIMATELY 2 MILES. WITH A GRADE OF 4 FOOT FALL FROM EAST TO WEST. AMY ALLEN SUGGESTS A NATION WIDE PERMIT BE USED. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.










YOURS TRULY,










CHARLES S. BROWN
S/S










CLAY COUNTY SURVEYOR


County Surveyor Brown also presented a detailed map of the ditch and the three sections of Sugar Ridge Township, and one section of Perry Township that are drained by the ditch and Birch Creek. Charles Brown would like to burn the dead grass, but was strongly advised not to do so by the Army Corps of Engineer Representative, Amy Allen. The Corps of Engineers, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources all refer to the dead grass as “Aquatic Vegetation” which should be preserved. Clay County has had experience with another county ditch in which all the wishes of these agencies, was not followed to the letter. The other ditch is Briley Ditch and the county has had to defend a legal action, as well as take very costly steps to restore that ditch as demanded by the various government agencies. 


There was a contingent of residents from the area present to discuss the matter with the drainage board. Some who signed the meeting register were; David Mark Barnhart, Audie Ledgerwood, Pauline Heine O’Brien, Frederick Heine, Richard 

, Max Sinders, Kark R. Fischer, Gene Nelson, Joe Thomas, Wanda


, and Warren


. Surveyor Brown said, “I do not believe there will be any problem getting permission to dredge or excavate the 1200 feet of soil. I believe we will have to accept the Corps of Engineers recommendation that the dead grass (Aquatic Vegetation) will not impede the flow of water in the ditch.”


Harold Knox said that Surveyor Brown would have to get together with the residents and get the matter of the drainage of Heine Ditch resolved as stated in his written report. It was time to open the highway bids and Harold Knox adjourned the Clay County Drainage Board Meeting to permit the Board of Commissioners to resume their meeting.
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